H Eo-106

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION Boarp
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Economics, Environmental Analysis and Administration
May 7, 2004

Billy Cypress

c/o W.S. Steele

Seminole Tribe of Florida
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ka Museum
HC-61, Box 21A
Clewiston, FL 33440

Re: STB Finance Docket 34284, Southwest Gulf Railroad Company -
Construction and Operation Exemption - Medina County, TX;
Formal Request to be a Consulting Party Under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act

Dear Mr. Cypress:
The Surface Transportation Board’s (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is

conducting an environmental review of a proposed rail line construction and operation in Medina
County, Texas, pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and related

We would value any information you could provide at these early stages of the
environmental review process. We would also appreciate a response within 30 days of your



receipt of this letter regarding your interest in acting as a consulting party for Section 106
purposes. Kindly indicate in your response if you would like copies of the DEIS and Draft PA to
review. Your responses should be marked on the accompanying self-addressed postcard.

We look forward to working with you to ensure that any tribal concerns regarding this
project are included as part of the Section 106 and NEPA processes. If you have any questions
regarding this letter or require further information, please do not hesitate to call Rini Ghosh at
(202) 565-1539 or Catherine Glidden at (202) 565-1542. For additional information regarding
the Board, please refer to our web site at http://www.stb.dot.gov .

Sincerely,

7&@/@@,

Victoria Rutson
Chief
Section of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures



